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Upcoming Events & Reminders 
 

Witty Wise will meet July 1 at noon in McClain Hall, Summit Campus.  
Bring a covered dish to share and enjoy all things patriotic.  
Deadline to turn in donated items for the Nicaragua Mission Trip is Sun-
day, July 11. 
Youth Weekð July 12-15ñjoin us to as we work during the day and play at 
night.  
Deadline to sign up for Costa Rica Mission Trip is July 17. 

Annaõs Circle meeting, July 25 at 5:30.  Call Jen, 375-5454, or Joyce Black-
welder, 478-6762, for meeting location. 

  

UMW 

Read more about 
this remarkable 

group. 
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Ministry In Context  
 

All of our lives are lived out in the context of certain ñgivens.ò  We live in a particular era with 

specific cultural expectations.  Jesus ministered within the context of an occupied country, 

Judea, subjugated by the Roman Empire.  He lived in the context of a growing dislike of His 

ministry by the religious leaders of the Jewish faith. 
 

The message of Jesus is timeless.  In my lifetime which is lived in an entirely different context, I 

know Jesus as my Lord and Savior.  I do not say that in any trite or cliquish way.  I believe 

Jesus saved my life.  I believe He has ordered my existence and given me great purpose.  

Without Christ as my Savior, I believe my life would be horrible.  I love Him first and with every fiber of my being.  

I want to serve Him.  The truth is the message of Jesus Christ has literally saved my life and I love Him for that.  

Even though I have loved Him since I was a child, each year new depths of experience have added layers to the 

depths of that relationship. 
 

We all live in a context.  I asked both the staff and Church Council to tell me about Pensacola.  They said Pensacola 

is a coastal city with a greater surrounding community than just the city itself.  Pensacola is eclectic with rich, poor, 

retired, and young.  It is a tourist community, but is also a regional medical center for Northwest Florida.  This area 

has a rich history. It has a strong military presence as well as cultural and academic opportunities.  Like Jerusalem of 

long ago, we have our struggles that affect the lives of the residents, a struggling economy, a failing real estate 

market, and the fear of environmental disasters.  Pensacola is the cultural context for our faith. 
 

Cokesbury, the faith community, is a loving church with many opportunities for growth and ministry.  As a faith 

community, it emphasizes worship and relationships.  It is a church where laughter echoes in the halls.  Jean Dehler 

summed up the way many in our congregation feel when she said, ñPensacola is where I live; Cokesbury is home.ò  

Our church facilities are located strategically in the center of this community.  The congregants come from every 

neighborhood of the surrounding Gulf Coast area.  Cokesbury could greatly influence the Pensacola area. 
 

If we are faithful to the message of Jesus, this faith community can deeply influence the peopleôs lives all around us.  

People today are searching for a faith of purpose and meaning.  Many lives are lived out in quiet desperation.  Many 

struggle to make sense out of their existence.  As believers, we can make a huge difference in this context if we 

follow Jesusô example.  Jesus poured out His life into the lives of a few people.  His love for His Father and His love 

for them changed their lives.  With His life, the chain handed down from one generation to the next began.  We all 

live in a cultural context.  Jesus saved my life.  Has He saved yours?  If the relationship is real, then the passion to 

share our faith is tangible.  Have we kept this secret to ourselves? 
 

Some days I watch the cars pass Ninth Avenue.  The reflections of their windshields flash against the walls of my 

office.  I wonderéare we living out our faith in this context or are we keeping salvation a secret?  Do you 

passionately love Jesus Christ and are you willing to share His life-saving message? 
         

         

        Chip 
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We will still be having youth as much as possible this 
summer! Hereõs the schedule for the next few weeks:  
 

Sunday, June 27th: There will be a visiting youth choir 
and they will sing for us at the 9th Ave Sanctuary at 6 pm. 
We will get to enjoy the concert and share in communion 
with them! Come out for that in place of youth. We will 
probably go to Wendy's or Sonic afterwards, so bring a 
little moolah!! 
 

Wednesday, June 30th: The entire month of June, we haven't had one regular 
Youth!!! Because of this I am going to try to do things a little differently. We will have 

regular Youth on Wednesday the 30th!! Same time. Same place. 
 

Sunday, July 4th:  No Youth today!!  Enjoy the July 4th holiday with your families 
and lots of fireworks 
 

Wednesday, July 7th: We will have another regular Youth on a Wednesday here!! I 

hate that we keep missing for holidays and camp and such!! Same time. Same place. 
 

July 11th: Back to normal youth schedule!!!! Sundays at 5:30 pm @ the Youth 

Lounge. 

Revive Camp was absolutely amazing!!! We took a 
small group this year, but I know they had a blast and 
their lives were changed forever. I hope next year, 
more youth will want to go! Letõs start getting 
pumped for Revive 2011!!!!! 

Chrysalis Boyõs Flight July 8th ð 11th: If you are male, have completed 9th grade, but 
have never gone to Chrysalis, then this weekend is for you!! It is an awesome, life-
changing, spiritual weekend that you will remember the rest of your life. Contact 
Philip Anderson (panderson@contactlensofpensacola.com) or Kristen for more infor-
mation. **Also, email us if you would like to work the flight! Thanks!!** 

YOUTH WEEK ñJuly 12 - 15: This will be a week where we spend our mornings 
volunteering around the community and around the church, and then spend our 
nights doing something fun!! Cost of the week will be $20 to offset meal and trip costs.  
July 15, the final night, will include a canoe trip. 

Kristen and a couple Youth members will be going to Nicaragua, July 17th ð 24th. So 
please keep them in your prayers during that time!! 

Chalmette, LA Stateside Mission Trip: August 2
nd
 ð 6

th
!! If you are interested, please 

email Kristen ASAP! The cost will be $100 per person, and we will be raising another 

$100 per person to pay for projects once we get there. Middle and high school allowed!!  



Childrenõs Ministry 
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THANK YOU~ For an amazing week of Vacation Bible 

School! High Seas Expedition was overflowing with Godôs Word! 

Because of your faithfulness and dedication, children grew closer to 

God -and some for the first time! Even Senior Pastor, Chip Hale, was willing to go the ex-

tra mile for the Cokesbury children and other VBS attendants, kissing a fish when the boys 

failed to bring in more mission items than the girls. 

Way to go Cokesbury! 

Thrilling Thursdays  

Thrilling Thursdayõs are thriving again! Beginning July 15 we are on the road to having fun, 
EVERY Thursday. Call the front office to make your reservations, or use the registration form 

in the bulletin each Sunday to hold your spot.  
   9:30-noon  

K -5th  graders~ weõll meet at 9th  Avenue, in room 203 (below Kindergarten age requires adult ac-
company)   

 
 

7/15 Bowling & lunch  @ Cordova Lanes .  

Hot dog w/fries and drink~ $10  

7/22 Movies & lunch!  Silver Screen Theater - Movie TBA  

Popcorn, soda & pizza~ $7  
 

7/29 Kiln Time Pottery  ~$10 

(Paint your own pottery)  
 

8/5 Cooking class and lunch @ Ciciõs Pizza in Pizza 

$6 

 

8/12 Skating & lunch  @ Dreamland Skate Center  
  

Skate rental, pizza and drink~ $5.50  

(in-line skates additional $3)  

Watch the bulletin for weekly registration forms  

 

Promotion Sunday  
 

Weõre moving up! Promotion Sunday is August 22 
~  

9
th

 Ave. Campus  

Itõs time to start staffing for a new Sunday school year! Teachers are needed to fill some vacant 

spots, pre -school through 5 th  Grade. Every other Sunday for one year~ experience the laughter and 

the tears, the moments when God breaks in, the moments of discovery, the relationships, the out-

reach, the opportunityé to teach Godõs children.  

Questions? Call Dawn at the church office or Dawn@cokesburyumc.org  

V acation  B ible  School  


